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You may only choose one Technology Subject 

What is Resistant Materials? 

Resistant Materials is a 
combination of design and 
making. You will be able to work 
in wood metal and plastic to 
produce a range of functional and 
decorative products. The only 
limitation is your imagination. 

Do I need to be good at drawing? 

Most of the folder work can be produced on the 
computer using Microsoft Office software and an 
industrial computer aided design package called 
ProDesktop. You will need to produce hand drawn 
design ideas but will have lessons to help with this. 
Year 10 focuses on both workshop and design skills. 

What do I have to do to pass? 

As with all GCSE’ you have to work 
hard and show a mature attitude in 
the workshop. You will be required to 
complete only one design folder and 
one hand made product for the GCSE 
assessment. These together form 
60% of your final grade. A written 
exam is taken at the end of Year 10 
and will account for the other 40 %. 
You will also produce 4 smaller items 

How will I benefit from this when I leave 
school?

The great thing about this GCSE is that 
you are problem solving and designing for 
production as well as using ICT relevant to 
construction through CAD. Many jobs and 
‘A’ level courses are now looking for pupils 
with problem solving and designing skills. 
This course focuses on both of these and 
is an excellent option to go on further into 
design for practical applications.  
Career Routes: Construction, 
carpentry, architecture, structural 
engineering, property development, 

tit
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So what is this new course and what is it all about? 

This is a really exciting opportunity to take part in an exciting new course 
that gives you the opportunity to explore design. It allows you to use lots 
of different media such as crayon, collage, paint, water colours and 
much more. It is all about experimental work, being creative and simply 
tapping into the things you are good at. For example: you choose the 
projects you want to do, there are endless ideas such as CD cover design, 
book cover design, club flyer design, poster design and much more! The 
great thing about this particular GCSE is you also gain valuable I.T skills that 
will set you up for life! We will be using programmes such as Photoshop and 
Pro- Desktop. This is for those pupils that love designing, love being creative 
and exploring ideas! 
 

Why is this course different from Graphics Product? 

GCSE Graphics Design is all about designing a two dimensional product 
such as a poster or a CD cover or a club flyer. It is very much about learning 
what makes something visually eye-catching through the use of lots of 
different medias as mentioned above. Graphics Product requires you to 
research a particular area such as shop front design.  Through the 
means of market research you work through a folder to come up with 
a final concept. That final concept has to be made as a 3D Model. 

What do I have to do to pass this GCSE? 

Obviously you have to work hard and have a reasonable level of drawing 
skills. Over the two years you will only have to finish three projects 
altogether. This will account for 60% of your marks. Then there will be an 
end of year exam worth 40% – but NOT a written paper. The exam will be 
based on you designing an item such as a CD cover or similar design briefs. 
 
Career Route– ‘A’ Level Graphics - BTEC National in Graphics Design  

You may only choose one Technology Subject 
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AS Level 
Critical 
Thinking 

 
 

 
 

Critical Thinking is a skills-based rather than a 
content-based A Level. It develops the ability to 

interpret, analyse and evaluate ideas and arguments 
and can support thinking skills in all subject areas, 

from arts and humanities to sciences. 
 
This is a Level 3 course and is most suited to students who expect 
to achieve level 6 / 7 in their core subjects at the end of Key Stage 
3. This course will challenge students to think and develop higher 
order thinking skills which benefit their approach to all subjects 

studied and is excellent preparation for A levels  
 

Assessment 
Unit title and description Assessment method 
There are two units  
Each unit is assessed by a one and a half hour exam 
 
Introduction to Critical Thinking 
• The language of reasoning 
• Credibility 
: Assessing and Developing Argument 
• Analysis of argument 
• Evaluating arguments 
• Developing your reasoned argumentF, 
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223 5, 
www.ocr.org.uk where you can join the Critical Thinking 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

What is Travel & Tourism? 
This is an exciting programme of 
study that will equip you with a 
variety of skills and knowledge. The 
skills you'll learn in travel and 
tourism are very dynamic and cover 
a wide range of career opportunities. 

You will learn about: 

 The development and structure of the 
travel and tourism industry including the 
career opportunities available 

 How to deliver excellent customer service 
 marketing skills including how to produce 

Promotional materials 
 a range of tourist destinations and why 

people go to them 
 How to plan and run events, which includes 

taking part in a visit which you will organize 
 Job search and employment skills 

Qualifications 
You will be working towards the 
Edxcel BTEC First Certificate in 
Travel and Tourism. This is a level 2 
work-related qualification and is 
nationally recognised by employers 
and education institutions. The BTEC 
first certificate is equivalent to 2 
GCSEs grade A* - C.  

Assessment 
All units are assessed through coursework – there 
is no final exam. You will be assessed in a variety 
of ways including: 

 Report writing 
 Role plays and demonstrations 
 Research tasks 
 Presentations 
 Production of leaflets, booklets, newspaper 

articles 
 Interviews 
 Project files  

What can I do after? 
You can continue your Education into 
6th Form or go onto college to study 
BTEC National Travel & Tourism, 
which can then be counted towards a 
place at University. Alternatively you 
can choose to put your qualification 
into practice and seek a job in the 
Travel Industry. There are 1000s of 
jobs advertised in the industry, they 
range from Hotel Managers to 
entertainment team on a cruise, and 
you could even choose to work for a 
tour operator.   

Units of Study 
The course consists of 3 units: 

 The UK Travel & Tourism Industry 
 Exploring Customer Service in Travel & 

Tourism 
 European Holiday Destinations 

 
There will also be the option to take part in a 
residential trip.   
 



45   
 

 
 

DIPLOMA IN IT 
 
 
 
Exam Board: Edexcel 
Qualification: Diploma 
 
The Diploma will take up the same time as two options (6 periods) and will be taught 
on a Tuesday. You will also be able to choose two other subjects from the option 
columns 
 
What is this course about? 
The diplomas are a new qualification , with the principal learning equivalent to 5 GCSEs at 
Intermediate level. They are not a training course but the IT diploma will give students a 
realistic experience of organisational life and the role that IT plays in it.  It will equip them with 
a range of skills vital to success in within any organisation.  
 
What will I be studying? 
You will study  

• The Potential of Technology  - the contribution technology makes to organisations. 
• Exploring Organisations - looking at the structure and culture of organisations. 
• Effective Communication – among team members and the different uses of 

communication media. 
• Skills for Innovation – identifying opportunities and using technology to present them. 
• Technology Systems – the importance of networks and how they work. 
• Multimedia – designing and creating multimedia products. 
• Managing Projects – looking at how to manage projects successfully. 

 
 
How will I be assessed? 
Different methods of assessment will be used depending upon the nature of the learning 
outcome that is to be assessed.  Witness statements, observations, demonstrations, 
presentations as well as traditional written assignments will be used.  Additionally there is a 
multiple choice external exam which is used to assess Unit 1. 
 
How can I succeed? 
You will need to be well organised, hard working and use your initiative. You need to be able 
to work as part of a team, develop your research skills and evaluate your own work 
 
Why might this course be for me? 
This course will give you a real insight into the purpose and the use of IT in a business 
context.  All organisations use IT and the ability to be able to use IT effectively to meet 
organisational demand is much valued by employers in all sectors. 
 
Where do I go next? 
Successful completion of the level 2 diploma could lead to progression onto level 3 Higher 
Diploma, A Levels or other Level 3 options such as National Diplomas. At level 4 
Wolverhampton University guarantee an interview for a place on one of their courses for 
Diploma students. 
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BTEC Skills for Working Life 
& Prince’s Trust xL Award 
 
The programme is designed to help students 
develop the skills employers are looking for. 
The course involves team work, career 
planning, how to get a job and personal life 
skills. A residential experience (in Activities Week) is an 
integral part of the course.  
 
The course is made up of short units – for example 

• Interview skills 
• Applying for a job 
• Managing your own money 
• Working together 
• Health & Safety in the workplace 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Assessment: During this course you will also complete 
units towards a BTEC Level 1 Award, AQA units.    
 
This is most suitable for students who are 
considering going on to jobs with training posts  
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