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GCSE DRAMA 
 
Exam Board : Edexcel 
Qualification : GCSE 
 
What is the course all about? 
GCSE drama is about understanding what it is like to put yourself into someone 
else’s shoes.  You will play many parts and discuss many moral issues.  You will be 
able to create your own performances as well as exploring plays written by other 
people. 
 
What will I study? 

  You will develop Drama skills used to express feelings and explore a 
     range of  challenging issues. 

  Playwright’s work is studied, looking at how their ideas and feelings are  
    presented to an audience. 

  Performances are produced from script or are created by yourselves. 
 
What other skills will I develop? 
There are many jobs linked to drama, in theatre, radio and television.  If you do not 
wish to work in this highly competitive field, drama also builds skills such as 
communication, co-operation, problem solving, confidence and perception; skills you 
will find beneficial in any job. 
 
How will I be assessed? 
Unit 1 Drama Exploration 30% 
Exploration of a topic through improvisation and written coursework 
 
Unit 2 Exploring Play Texts 30% 
Exploration of a play text through performance, improvisation and written coursework 
 
Unit 3 Drama Performance 40% 
Performance of a play to visiting examiner using either devised or scripted work to 
showcase the students performance skills. 
 
Why might this course be for me? 
The course is suitable for students of all abilities as long as you are confident to 
perform in front of others and if you can work individually, in small groups and as a 
class.  It is a practical and creative subject that you will enjoy if you are a team 
player as drama involves a lot of group work. 
Drama is not an easy option.  It requires a lot of commitment from the beginning to 
the end of the course.  You will do well if you are prepared to work hard in the subject 
for two years. 
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Aim of Course 
To develop the knowledge, skill and understanding of Dance through the 

Performance, Composition and Appreciation 

If you enjoy dance, are lively, energetic and enthusiastic about performing then 
GCSE Dance could be for you. 

Also If you are interested inn set design, costumes, lighting, pros and professional 
dance companies this is the course for you. 

 
GCSE Dance is explored through both practical and theory work 

Course Content 
 

PERFORMANCE 20% 
Students perform in a group dance 

SET DANCE 20% 
Students perform a set dance which is created by the 
exam board for all GCSE dancers across the country. 

COMPOSITION 40% 
Pupils choreograph a solo piece worth 15%  

and a group piece worth 25% 
WRITTEN EXAM 20% 

This is a 1 hour exam see below 

Assessment 
Performance and Composition 
These areas of the course are internally assessed first under exam conditions in 
the Dance Studio and later a selection of the work is then externally moderated. 
Students perform each piece of work to the teacher; it is recorded as evidence 
of the work and marked against AQA exam criteria. 
Set Dance and Written Exam 
The set dance is recorded under exam conditions in the Dance Studio and then 
sent off to the exam board for external assessment. 
The written paper is a one hour exam based on two professional dance pieces 
from a list prescribed by the exam board. It is set and assessed by the exam 
board. 
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Further Information 
 

If you require any more information the website adress for AQA exam board is 
www.aqa.org.uk 

 
The course is called 

Dance 4230 

The world of dance is growing quickly and more and more careers and becoming 
available. These include Performers, Choreographers, Dance Teachers, Dance 
Therapy, Medicine, Youth Work and Dance Journalism. GCSE Dance is a good option 
for those who wish to follow A Level/BTEC course in Dance, P.E, Performing Arts and 
Theatre Studies. It would also benefit students who wish to gain a place in a private 
Dance/Theatre School. A number of students have chosen this route in the past. 
 
As Dance is becoming more popular many universities now offer a variety of degree 
courses, these give students the opportunity to follow a more academic route into the 
world of Dance 

What sort of skills might I need ? 
 

 A good ability to perform dance movements 
 Creativity 
 The ability to work with others  
 An enjoyment for dance and the performing arts 
 Confidence 
 Good English skills (to complete written paper) 
 A kinaesthetic learner (most of the course is practical) 
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It is becoming more and more important to employers in many different sectors for 
their employees to have basic skills in a language other than English.  As Britain 
integrates itself more with the Continent, many companies look to other European 
countries when expanding their business.  French and German are the two most 
widely spoken languages in Europe, and school leavers who have skills in either of 
these languages are becoming more sought after in a huge range of jobs. 
 
At Windsor, we aim to make languages fun for everyone and provide you 
with skills not only for your exams, but also which will allow you 
to communicate with people who speak the language as their mother tongue. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Why learn a language? 
 
There is a rumour that linguists can only get two types of jobs – teaching or 
translating. 
 
THIS IS A MYTH! 
 

The ability to communicate in a foreign language offers diversity to employers as they 
are able to work with colleagues outside the UK. Statistics show that language 
graduates are amongst those most likely to find employment after education.  
Learning a language also provides you with useful skills such as communication  
and self-confidence, which are important qualities in a vast range of occupations.  
 A language qualification shows that you can understand important details when 
reading and listening, and can put your points across to others. 
 
Fewer and fewer students are leaving school with a qualification in a foreign 
language, and so Britain will experience a shortage of linguists in the next 15 years. It 
is estimated that less than a third of all students leaving school will have any foreign 
language skills.  Those who have this qualification are likely to be very valuable in the 
workplace. 
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We follow the AQA course for both French and German, assessed by a combination 
of controlled coursework tasks and examinations.  The course is broken down into 4 
units which cover the four skills:  Reading, Writing, Listening  and Speaking. 

 
Unit  1 

Listening 
 

Examination  (20%) 
 

Unit 2 

Reading 
 

Examination  (20%) 
 

 
Unit 3 

Speaking 
 

Controlled Assessment (30%) 
(Internally assessed) 

 

Unit 4 

Writing 
 

Controlled Assessment (30%) 
(Externally assessed) 

 
 
 

More information about the exams can be found at: 
 
http://www.aqa.org.uk/qual/newgcses/languages/new/french_overview.php 
http://www.aqa.org.uk/qual/newgcses/languages/new/german_overview.php 

 

We aim to use and develop the skills and structures which you have been learning 
sinceYear 7, and you will find that much of what you have already learnt can be used 
and enhanced in both your class work and coursework. 
 
In addition to in-school activities, we also offer a range of extra-curricular choices to 
make your language learning an experience to remember. 
 
Some of our more popular ventures include: 

 The Two Nations Tournament exchange with Germany 
 Residential trip to France  
 Revision sessions towards main exams 
 Revision days at a local University 
 Specialist sessions focusing on grammar 

 
 
 
 
 
        

Don’t be lost for words – study a Modern Language 
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GCSE Geography  
 
 
Examination Board – AQA Syllabus A (new from 2009) 
 
 

What is the course about? 
 
The new GCSE course covers both Physical and Human Geography. 
You will look at case studies in the UK, Europe and from around the 
world. 
 

Subject content 
 
During the course you will cover topics such as Globalisation, Population 
Change and Tourism as part of Human Geography and The Restless 
Earth, Water on the Land and The Coastal Zone as part of the Physical 
Geography section. 
 

What skills are required? 
 
Þ Remember and recall factual data and information.  
Þ Look at different case studies and examples. 
Þ Produce extended pieces of writing and controlled assessment. 
Þ Work independently to produce research work. 
Þ Use and work with graphs and maps. 
 

How will I be assessed? 
 

Examination – 75% Two papers – Human and Physical  

                        25% Controlled Assessment  
 

Studying Geography may lead to: 
Þ AS / A2 Level Geography at college 
Þ Careers involving: 
     Map drawing and cartography  
     Leisure and Tourism  
     Teaching  
     Travel and communications  

Fieldwork 
During the 2 year course there will be the opportunity to study and collect 
information on a residential field visit to North Wales. You will also visit 
sites in the local area to gain first hand information.  
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CREATIVE CRAFT 
HAIR & BEAUTY 

  
 
 
 
 
   
 
Exam Board: NCFE 
Qualification: NCFE Level 2 Award in Creative Craft (QCF) 
 
What is this course about? 
This is a 2 year programme (running on Tuesday in year 10 and Wednesday in year 
11) and during this time you will learn about careers in hairdressing and beauty and 
gain skills in both subject areas. The order of study will be determined by college. 
 
The objectives of the qualification are to help learners to: 

• Extend and further develop learners’ hairdressing and beauty skills 
• Extend learners’ knowledge and understanding of the creative craft process  
    for hairdressing and beauty 
• Extend learners’ understanding of Health and Safety issues 
• Provide the opportunity for personal development 
• Provide a basis for progression onto further study 

 
What will I be studying? 

There are 3 mandatory units for each subject area  

Hairdressing 

• Use materials and resources to develop hairdressing skills 
• Develop and adapt hairdressing ideas creatively 
• Create, present and evaluate final hairdressing item(s) 

 
Beauty 

• Use materials and resources to develop beauty skills 
• Develop and adapt beauty ideas creatively 
• Create, present and evaluate final beauty item(s) 

 
You will study the theoretical and practical aspects of both hair dressing and beauty 
treatments and complete a portfolio as you work. Evidence for portfolios will include 
written work, pictures showing the development of samples of products developed 
(e.g. wedding tiaras), photographs, tutor observations etc. 
 
Theory work will cover demonstrations and discussions about how to conduct 
treatments, aspects of health and safety, reception skills and customer service.  
Homework will be set that contributes towards portfolios and may include research of 
products, services, treatments and other relevant topics. Practical sessions may 
involve the practising of skills and treatments on peers and clients.  
 
 
 

  Delivered by The Halesowen 
Education Trust 
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How will I be assessed? 
You must complete all 3 mandatory units for each subject area to achieve this 
qualification. You will complete a number of internally set and marked assignments 
which include both written and practical work. The qualification is graded as a pass. 
The completed work is presented to an external verifier who then recommends that 
the award be made. 
 
How can I succeed? 
You will need to be genuinely interested in the hair and beauty industries and able to 
develop and extend your creative skills to produce hair styles to suit different eras, 
cultures, ages and design make-up for occasions such as weddings, proms, 
Halloween etc, create nail art and henna work.  
 
You need to be able to work in pairs or as part of a team to carry out and hair and 
beauty treatments and techniques, and individually to carry out research for your 
portfolio and to present and evaluate your own work. You will also need to be 
organized to meet deadlines and to compile your portfolio. 
 
Why might this course be for me? 
This course is practical in nature and allows you to learn about techniques and 
treatments used and to develop your skills and ability in beauty and hairdressing.  In 
order to get your qualification you will need to produce a portfolio for each subject 
area to demonstrate the skills you have gained and this will be supported by written 
work that demonstrates your research skills, understanding of the treatments and 
techniques used and finally your ability to evaluate what has been produced.  
 
Where do I go next? 
Success in this course will provide an excellent opportunity to progress directly into 
the NCFE Level 2 Extended Certificate in Creative Craft or at the end of year 11 to a 
full time Level 1 or 2 course at College such as NVQ in Hairdressing or Beauty 
Therapy. 
 
Potential job occupations could include hairdresser or make-up artist. 
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        History is about people – real people whose lives were sometimes dangerous, like  
        being a gangster in prohibition America, or exciting like being a woman in the  
        1920’s, experiencing new freedoms and challenges. Whatever their lives were  
        about, there is a fascinating, and sometimes tragic story behind them.  
       As well as being interesting and enjoyable, this course will help you to develop 
       skills which will be useful in a wide-range of careers. 
       Examples of what you will study: 
       1. How was peace created in the world after WW1. 
       2. Hitler and the causes of WW2. 
       3. Life in America in the 1920’s, including the roaring 20’s, prohibition, racial   
           problems and the Great Depression. 
       4. The Cold war and the terror created by nuclear weapons. 
       5. Aspects of British history in the 20th century. 
 
       You will learn the following skills: 
       1. How to interpret and evaluate sources. 
      2. How to communicate and apply your knowledge. 
      3. How to describe and analyse the periods studied. 
      4. Critical thinking and problem solving. 
 
      Many careers value the skills developed during this course, some of the employers 
      who actively seek historians include newspapers, law firms, the police force, and  
      any management posts. 

 

GCSE HISTORY – MODERN WORLD. 
NEWSFLASH! 
“Horrific terrorist attack sparks global 
conflict- world leaders condemn 
murderer- hunt starts for those 
responsible, if they are not brought to 
justice then reprisal attacks will begin.”  
September 11 2001? No – 28th June 
1914, the assassination of Archduke 
Franz Ferdinand, heir to the Austrian 
throne, threatens to condemn the world 
to a state of war. 

 

Examination Board – AQA 
Proportion devoted to Controlled Assessment – 25% 
Proportion devoted to Exam – 75% 
Assessment: 
There are two final examinations, one at the end of Year 10, one at the end of Year 11, based 
on answering factual questions and source-based tasks. There is also a controlled assignment on 
Britain’s involvement in the two world wars, to be completed at the end of Year 10. 
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Which type of careers would be supported by 
The study of Health & Social Care?  

  

 
 
 

Health Care 
Doctors 
Opticians 
Dentists 
Dieticians 
Physiotherapists 
Occupational 
therapists 
Health care 
assistants 
 
 
Nursing and 
the Caring 
Professions 
Midwife 
Health visitor 
School nurse 
District nurse 
Social worker 
 
 
Nursery 
Provision 
Nursery 
assistant 
 
Teaching 
Specialising in a 
specific age 
range: 
Nursery 
Primary 
Secondary 
 
 
 
 Exam board 

website 

G.C.S.E. 
Health & Social Care   

(Double Award) 
This subject MUST 
be taken as a double 
option. 
This course provides a 
pathway for pupils 
wishing to progress to 
further study and for 
employment in the 
Health, Social Care or 
Early Years sector.   
 
Pupils benefit from a 
flexible programme of 
study, which provides a 
sound basis to progress 
to Level 3 Diploma or ‘A’ 
Level in Health & Social 
Care.   
 
Health & Social Care 
qualifications are 
designed to be delivered 
in a way which will give 
pupils a background of 
both theory and practice 
within the Health Care 
Sector.  This will include 
visits in the community.   
 
 
 
 
 

About The Course 
Syllabus Content 

The course consists of 
four compulsory units. 

UNIT 1 
Understanding Personal 

Development & Relationships. 

Content 
 How do individuals grow and 

develop during each life 
stage? 
o Infancy 
o Childhood 
o Adolescence 
o Adulthood  

 Factors that affect growth 
and development. 

 Effects of 
      relationships. 

 How can life    
      events affect people?  

UNIT 2 
Exploring Health, Social Care & 

Early Years Provision 

Content 
 Who needs to use 

      care services 
      and why? 

 What types of care 
      services are provided to  
      meet peoples needs? 

 The main roles & skills of 
people providing health, social 
care & early years services. 

 Investigating jobs 
      within the sector.   
 
 
 
 
 

UNIT 3 
Promoting Health & 

Well Being 
Content 

 What is health & 
well-being? 

 What factors are 
a risk to health & 
well -being and how 
do they have a 
damaging effect. 

 How can an 
individual’s physical 
health be 
measured? 

 Ways of promoting 
a healthy life-
style. 

UNIT 4 
Health,Social Care & 

Early Years in 
Practice 

Content 
 Care needs of      

major client groups 
(children, 
teenagers, adults 
& the elderly). 

 Personal 
relationships. 

 Health promotion. 
Assessment 

There are two main 
types of assessment. 

The qualification is 
based on a combination 
of: 

 Two controlled 
assessment tasks 
for Units 2 & 3 
(60% of the total 
marks). 

 Two externally 
assessed units 
consisting of two 
written 
examinations (40% 
of the total marks) 
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This examination is constructed to encompass all students and their many musical 
 interests and caters for a wide ability range. The course has 4 main components; 
 Listening, Appraising, Performing and Composing. 
 
Listening 
 
This section of the course covers a wide variety of musical styles, composers and instruments. The 
music and composers studied vary from Rock to Renaissance and from Jazz to World music. It is a 
very wide syllabus thus enabling all tastes of music to be enjoyed at some point in the course. 
Students will also be expected to focus on specific areas of study related to different styles / genres of 
music. 
 
Composition 
 
Any student who can sing or whistle a melody, experiment on a keyboard or play a conventional 
instrument is able to ‘create’ music of their own.  
This music may be written down using traditional notation, graphic scoring (where signs, symbols or 
terms are used to represent music) or their compositions may be recorded directly onto CD or MP3. 
The music composed may range from ‘Pop’ music through to medieval styles but must be related to 
an area of study. 
There are also opportunities for music to be created through the medium of technology, i.e. using 
computers, keyboards, synthesisers and multi – track systems. 
Two compositions are selected from the coursework done during the two years for submission for the 
examination. 
 
Performance 
 
Each student is required to demonstrate they can make music as soloists and within a group. The 
choice of instrument / voice and music performed are chosen by the student and have ranged in 
previous examinations from ‘drum kit’ music, singing, electric / bass guitar pieces, playing the 
recorder, keyboard music to the more traditional string, woodwind and brass performances and more 
recently beatboxing/rapping and DJing have now been included on the syllabus as performance based 
studies. 
Two performances are prepared and recorded for the final examination. 
 
Appraising 
 
During the course, candidates are expected to appraise (evaluate) their first performance and two 
compositions. 
These can be either produced in a written format or verbally recorded onto cassette or CD. 
Performance and Composition represents a total of 60% coursework. The work in these two sections 
can be prepared, written and performed at any time during the two year course. This inevitably allows 
the student to produce their best work, in their own way and in their own time without the ordeal or 
performing in front of a panel of examiners. Any student with a genuine interest in the many facets of 
music can be catered for within G.C.S.E Music. 
 
During the course, there will be opportunities for students to become involved in our extremely wide 
range of extra – curricular music clubs to improve their musical performance skills. Students will also 
have the chance to perform in our annual G.C.S.E Music Recital evenings where our year 10 and 11 
pupils are invited to showcase their practical coursework to the public. 
Pupils also have the opportunity to use music technology such as recording using midi keyboards 
linked to computers etc. 
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Career Opportunities 
 
G.C.S.E Music would be required or desirable if you wish to pursue the following careers, Professional 
Musician, Music Teacher, Music Therapy, Primary School Teacher, Musical Instrument Technician / 
Repairer, Sound Recorder / Producer, Dance / Drama / Performing Arts teacher, Child Care, Armed 
Forces Musician, Music Librarian, Composer, Radio and TV Professions, West End Stage Performer, 
Concerts / Events organiser and jobs in the music recording industry, etc. 
 
Musical skills and knowledge would also be an advantage in careers in Retailing, Leisure, Tourism, 
Media and the Theatre. 
 
It is important that increasingly employers, colleges and universities regard an interest in music and 
the qualities gained by participating in choirs, orchestras, bands and drama as being strong indicators 
of candidate’s abilities to work in a team, have perseverance, personal organisation and reliability. 
 
G.C.S.E Music is a good preparation for further musical study and a solid foundation for the AS / A 
levels in Music and Music Technology as well as BTEC National Diplomas in Music, Popular Music 
and Music Technology and performing arts courses. 
You may wish to take a GCSE in music for its own sake, perhaps to form the basis of a future interest. 
Alternatively, you may wish to enter a job where it is useful to have had experience of music or where 
you will need to use some of the skills developed during the course. These might include careers in 
the music industry, publishing, entertainment and teaching or any job, which involves communication, 
decision-making and expressive skills. 
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What is GCSE Physical Education all about? 
 

PE will offer you the opportunity to develop your skills in a wide range 

of sports and activities and help you improve your own performance.  

You will learn about exercise, how the body works to help you exercise 

and then through training how performance can be improved. 

Will I enjoy this course?     
 
 
 
The course is practically based and involves 

participating in a range of practical 

activities as well as developing the 

knowledge to improve your own ability in 

these activities.  For pupils who enjoy sport 

this will therefore be a very enjoyable 

course. Students should note that one lesson 

per week is spent on theory work in the 

classroom. 

How does it follow on from 
what I have learned 
before?  
 
You will have already been taught a   

variety of different activities in your 

PE lessons.  This course will help 

you to build upon these basic skills.  

You will develop the analytical skills 

necessary to look at and improve 

your own performance. 
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What about exams? 
 
There is one exam at the end of the course, which will test your knowledge and     

understanding of the theory element of the course.  The exam will be 1 hour and 30 

minutes and involve short questions that enable you to apply your understanding of: 

The structure and function of the human body 

The effects of exercise on the human body and its performance 

Personal health and hygiene 

Common sports injuries and relevant first aid 

The principles and methods of training 

The reasons for participating in Physical Education 

Planning and safe practice in physical activity 

Is there any coursework? 
 
Throughout the course you will be 

learning and developing new skills 

and techniques through a range of 

different activities.  The final  

coursework mark is worth 60% of 

the total mark and you will need to 

offer four activities for assessment.  

The course is also designed to       

develop your ability to observe and 

analyse different performances.  In 

the final assessment you will need to 

analyse performance in one of your 

four chosen practical activities. 

 
What other skills might I          
develop? 
 
Physical Education allows you to develop a wide 

range of personal skills through the      

involvement in physical activity.  At the same 

time the need to  analyse performance will 

often involve using ICT as a basis for studying 

and reviewing different performances. 

What could I do next with GCSE Physical Education? 
 
A good grade at GCSE will help you move on to any AS, Advanced GCE or Advanced VCE 

course.  If you enjoyed your Physical Education GCSE, you might want to      continue 

with the subject onto the Advanced Subsidiary and Advanced Physical  Education course. 

 

Alternatively, you may wish to consider a more vocationally related course such as 

Leisure and Recreation. 

 
Employment opportunities where your skills will be particularly valued include the sport 
and leisure industry, travel and tourism and teaching. 
 
Or you may wish to follow this course for its own sake because you are interested in 
fitness and health and enjoy physical activities. 
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Do you want to work with people? 
 
 

 
 
 
Are you interested in careers such as: 
Solicitor,Journalist,Teacher,Doctor or Nurse,Social Worker? [All 
careers called, “The caring professions.”] 
 
In all these jobs you need to deal with people and: 
 Understand why they behave as they do 
 Know what they value 
 Understand how they live their lives 

 

Do you want to develop your skills? 
In careers where you are working with people you need to have skills 
 
 LISTENING carefully to others 
 THINKING about the needs of others  
 CARING for the rights of individuals 
 ANALYSING how to help people 
 RESPONDING in a positive way 
 WRITING reports, case studies, letters 

 
 
 
 
  

GCSE RELIGIOUS STUDIES 
Examination Board: AQA 

 

In Religious Studies you will develop all of these skills in class discussions 
and coursework tasks. 
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Do you want to understand the world you live in? 
 
In Religious Studies you learn about the issues below in relation to Christians 
and Muslims, ie. 2.5 billion people! 
 

                  
 
The course is divided into 2 sections: 
1. Christian Ethics 
These include: 
 Abortion and Euthanasia 
 The uses of medical technology 
 Sex, Marriage and Divorce 

 
 Prejudice and Discrimination 
 Peace and Conflict 
 Crime and punishment 
 Environmental problems 
 World Poverty 

 
2.  Islam: 
A study of Islam’s 
 Beliefs and sources of authority 
 Practices, including worship 
 Lifestyles & responses to key moral issues such as those outlined above 

 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 

ASSESSMENT: 
100% 2 EXAMINATIONS 
1 may be taken at the end of year 10, the second at 
the end of year 11. 
 
NB. Religious Studies is suitable for all students 
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BTEC First Diploma in Sport 
What is a BTEC First Diploma? 
 

 A coursework based sport qualification. 
 Work related to careers in sport, leisure and physical education. 
 Offers flexible learning, as students are able to complete assignments using word 

processing, video evidence, power point presentations, verbal presentations and 
practical demonstrations. 

 Develops additional key skills such as communication, self-reliance and        co-
operative learning. 

 Provides opportunities for additional qualifications in first aid, sports leadership and 
sports coaching. 

 Most suitable to students who prefer to work practically or on computers and 
would prefer to complete coursework assignments instead of formal written 
examinations and homework. 

 
What subjects will I study? 
 
You will study the six units for example: 
The body in sport 
Health, Safety and Injury 
Sports Leadership Skills 
Practical Sport 
Instructing Exercise and Fitness 
 
How is the course assessed? 
 
This is a coursework based qualification and there is no written examination. There are a 
number of assignments that must be completed for each of the units . These are set at 
three different levels, Pass, Merit and Distinction. If students complete all pass assignments 
in a unit they will receive a pass for that unit and the same for merit or distinction. 
To receive an overall pass students’ must complete all pass assignments in all three of the 
units listed above. The same applies for overall merit and distinction. 
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What can I do at the end of the course? 
 
With further training or study, students could go into careers in: 
 

 Sport Centres 
 Leisure Centres 
 Coaching Sport 
 Teaching Physical Education 
 Physiotherapy  
 Fitness Instructor 
 Armed Forces 

 
A BTEC First Diploma could also lead to an 
advanced level of study at college on a BTEC 
National Diploma, Certificate or Award 
course. 
 
Is this course for me? 
 
This course is most suitable to students who: 
 

 Are interested in sport or a career in sport 
 Prefer coursework instead of a written examination 
 Would like to work on computers instead of writing work by hand 
 Are able to work independently and co-operate well with others 
 Enjoy studying a range of roles in sport such as coach, referee, fitness instructor etc 

and are not just looking for an opportunity to play more sport 
 Will attend regularly and are able to meet coursework deadlines 

 

How can I find out more? 
 
Interested students can find out more information and see sample assignments by 
contacting Mr Lynch at school or visit the Edexcel website on 
http://www.edexcel.org,uk  
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OCR Level 2 National Award in ICT 
 

The OCR Level 2 National Award in ICT is an 
applied course which will give pupils an insight into 
how computers are used in the real world of work.  
It is supported by some excellent online resources 
from the Thomas Telford School.   
 
This enjoyable course will enable pupils to gain 
either a pass, merit or distinction, worth the 
equivalent of 2 GCSE’s at C, B and A   
 respectively. 

 
Pupils should be attaining level 5 or better in year 9 ICT in order to success in this 
course. 
 
The pupils will study 4 units: 
 
ICT Skills in business (unit 1)  
Students will work for a company called Start Up 
and produce a number of business 
documents for a specified client.  
 
 

 
 
    Web page creation  (Unit  2) 
      Students will produce a number of web       
      pages for a client 
 
 
 
 

 
 Animation. (unit 20)  
Pupils create an animation using flash. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

More information on this course can be found on the 
website:http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/OCRNationalsinICT(forfirstteachingfrom 
September2006)Level2.html 
 
 
 
 

Graphics  (unit 21) 
3 types of web page graphics are 
created. 
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What types of food will I cook? 

 
You will be cooking nearly every week.  
The two year course is planned so that 
it covers many different practical  
experiences. Over the two years you will 

 Understand how to make a basic sauce 
and develop your own pasta recipe 
ideas e.g. Chicken Lasagne 

 Invent new ideas for specific  
occasions e.g. Santa parcels 

 Make and develop various pastry 
products, such as chocolate éclairs 
and filo wraps 

 Experiment with various cake mixes and 
decorative finishes 

 Make and design bread products, such 
as stuffed crust pizzas, spiral 
chocolate and iced buns 

 Design and make speciality burgers and 
rostis 

 Individualise standard recipes to 
improve their sensory qualities 

 
What Coursework is involved? 
 
   There is a single piece of 

coursework, which involves  
research, designing and 
making food suitable for a 
specified theme. 

   The Coursework task makes up 
60% of the final GCSE grade. 

   It is designed to take      
approximately 45 hours and 
with the exception of the   
research, it is completed at 
school under supervision. 

   Two thirds of the coursework 
mark is awarded for practical 
work and experimental 
investigation. 

“Tell me and I forget. 
` 

Let me do it and I learn.” 

Food Technology 

As practical skills are such an 
important part of this subject, 
you will be cooking or taking 
part in experimental work every 
lesson.  It is important that 
you are able to    organise 
yourself to bring the correct 
ingredients each week. 

AQA 4545 Full GCSE Course 

How is the subject examined? 
 
In addition to the coursework 
there is a two hour examination, 
which makes up the remaining 40% 
of the GCSE Grade awarded. 

What else will I learn about? 
 

 Nutrition 
 Special food requirements 
 The functional properties of food 
 Ratio and proportions 
 Food Manufacturing 
 Labelling and packaging 
 Food storage 
 Safe food preparation 
 Equipment appropriate to the task 
 Product prototype development 

During Year 11 all the practical work 
is based around a theme issued by the 
Examination Board. These themes will 
vary from year to year. All practical 
work completed in Year 11 counts 
towards the Coursework grade.       

 

You may only choose one Technology Subject 
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You may only choose one Technology Subject 

What is Resistant Materials? 

Resistant Materials is a 
combination of design and 
making. You will be able to work 
in wood metal and plastic to 
produce a range of functional and 
decorative products. The only 
limitation is your imagination. 

Do I need to be good at drawing? 

Most of the folder work can be produced on the 
computer using Microsoft Office software and an 
industrial computer aided design package called 
ProDesktop. You will need to produce hand drawn 
design ideas but will have lessons to help with this. 
Year 10 focuses on both workshop and design skills. 

What do I have to do to pass? 

As with all GCSE’ you have to work 
hard and show a mature attitude in 
the workshop. You will be required to 
complete only one design folder and 
one hand made product for the GCSE 
assessment. These together form 
60% of your final grade. A written 
exam is taken at the end of Year 10 
and will account for the other 40 %. 
You will also produce 4 smaller items 

How will I benefit from this when I leave 
school?

The great thing about this GCSE is that 
you are problem solving and designing for 
production as well as using ICT relevant to 
construction through CAD. Many jobs and 
‘A’ level courses are now looking for pupils 
with problem solving and designing skills. 
This course focuses on both of these and 
is an excellent option to go on further into 
design for practical applications.  
Career Routes: Construction, 
carpentry, architecture, structural 
engineering, property development, 

tit



42   
 

  

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

So what is this new course and what is it all about? 

This is a really exciting opportunity to take part in an exciting new course 
that gives you the opportunity to explore design. It allows you to use lots 
of different media such as crayon, collage, paint, water colours and 
much more. It is all about experimental work, being creative and simply 
tapping into the things you are good at. For example: you choose the 
projects you want to do, there are endless ideas such as CD cover design, 
book cover design, club flyer design, poster design and much more! The 
great thing about this particular GCSE is you also gain valuable I.T skills that 
will set you up for life! We will be using programmes such as Photoshop and 
Pro- Desktop. This is for those pupils that love designing, love being creative 
and exploring ideas! 
 

Why is this course different from Graphics Product? 

GCSE Graphics Design is all about designing a two dimensional product 
such as a poster or a CD cover or a club flyer. It is very much about learning 
what makes something visually eye-catching through the use of lots of 
different medias as mentioned above. Graphics Product requires you to 
research a particular area such as shop front design.  Through the 
means of market research you work through a folder to come up with 
a final concept. That final concept has to be made as a 3D Model. 

What do I have to do to pass this GCSE? 

Obviously you have to work hard and have a reasonable level of drawing 
skills. Over the two years you will only have to finish three projects 
altogether. This will account for 60% of your marks. Then there will be an 
end of year exam worth 40% – but NOT a written paper. The exam will be 
based on you designing an item such as a CD cover or similar design briefs. 
 
Career Route– ‘A’ Level Graphics - BTEC National in Graphics Design  

You may only choose one Technology Subject 
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AS Level 
Critical 
Thinking 

 
 

 
 

Critical Thinking is a skills-based rather than a 
content-based A Level. It develops the ability to 

interpret, analyse and evaluate ideas and arguments 
and can support thinking skills in all subject areas, 

from arts and humanities to sciences. 
 
This is a Level 3 course and is most suited to students who expect 
to achieve level 6 / 7 in their core subjects at the end of Key Stage 
3. This course will challenge students to think and develop higher 
order thinking skills which benefit their approach to all subjects 

studied and is excellent preparation for A levels  
 

Assessment 
Unit title and description Assessment method 
There are two units  
Each unit is assessed by a one and a half hour exam 
 
Introduction to Critical Thinking 
• The language of reasoning 
• Credibility 
: Assessing and Developing Argument 
• Analysis of argument 
• Evaluating arguments 
• Developing your reasoned argumentF, 
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223 5, 
www.ocr.org.uk where you can join the Critical Thinking 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

What is Travel & Tourism? 
This is an exciting programme of 
study that will equip you with a 
variety of skills and knowledge. The 
skills you'll learn in travel and 
tourism are very dynamic and cover 
a wide range of career opportunities. 

You will learn about: 

 The development and structure of the 
travel and tourism industry including the 
career opportunities available 

 How to deliver excellent customer service 
 marketing skills including how to produce 

Promotional materials 
 a range of tourist destinations and why 

people go to them 
 How to plan and run events, which includes 

taking part in a visit which you will organize 
 Job search and employment skills 

Qualifications 
You will be working towards the 
Edxcel BTEC First Certificate in 
Travel and Tourism. This is a level 2 
work-related qualification and is 
nationally recognised by employers 
and education institutions. The BTEC 
first certificate is equivalent to 2 
GCSEs grade A* - C.  

Assessment 
All units are assessed through coursework – there 
is no final exam. You will be assessed in a variety 
of ways including: 

 Report writing 
 Role plays and demonstrations 
 Research tasks 
 Presentations 
 Production of leaflets, booklets, newspaper 

articles 
 Interviews 
 Project files  

What can I do after? 
You can continue your Education into 
6th Form or go onto college to study 
BTEC National Travel & Tourism, 
which can then be counted towards a 
place at University. Alternatively you 
can choose to put your qualification 
into practice and seek a job in the 
Travel Industry. There are 1000s of 
jobs advertised in the industry, they 
range from Hotel Managers to 
entertainment team on a cruise, and 
you could even choose to work for a 
tour operator.   

Units of Study 
The course consists of 3 units: 

 The UK Travel & Tourism Industry 
 Exploring Customer Service in Travel & 

Tourism 
 European Holiday Destinations 

 
There will also be the option to take part in a 
residential trip.   
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DIPLOMA IN IT 
 
 
 
Exam Board: Edexcel 
Qualification: Diploma 
 
The Diploma will take up the same time as two options (6 periods) and will be taught 
on a Tuesday. You will also be able to choose two other subjects from the option 
columns 
 
What is this course about? 
The diplomas are a new qualification , with the principal learning equivalent to 5 GCSEs at 
Intermediate level. They are not a training course but the IT diploma will give students a 
realistic experience of organisational life and the role that IT plays in it.  It will equip them with 
a range of skills vital to success in within any organisation.  
 
What will I be studying? 
You will study  

• The Potential of Technology  - the contribution technology makes to organisations. 
• Exploring Organisations - looking at the structure and culture of organisations. 
• Effective Communication – among team members and the different uses of 

communication media. 
• Skills for Innovation – identifying opportunities and using technology to present them. 
• Technology Systems – the importance of networks and how they work. 
• Multimedia – designing and creating multimedia products. 
• Managing Projects – looking at how to manage projects successfully. 

 
 
How will I be assessed? 
Different methods of assessment will be used depending upon the nature of the learning 
outcome that is to be assessed.  Witness statements, observations, demonstrations, 
presentations as well as traditional written assignments will be used.  Additionally there is a 
multiple choice external exam which is used to assess Unit 1. 
 
How can I succeed? 
You will need to be well organised, hard working and use your initiative. You need to be able 
to work as part of a team, develop your research skills and evaluate your own work 
 
Why might this course be for me? 
This course will give you a real insight into the purpose and the use of IT in a business 
context.  All organisations use IT and the ability to be able to use IT effectively to meet 
organisational demand is much valued by employers in all sectors. 
 
Where do I go next? 
Successful completion of the level 2 diploma could lead to progression onto level 3 Higher 
Diploma, A Levels or other Level 3 options such as National Diplomas. At level 4 
Wolverhampton University guarantee an interview for a place on one of their courses for 
Diploma students. 
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BTEC Skills for Working Life 
& Prince’s Trust xL Award 
 
The programme is designed to help students 
develop the skills employers are looking for. 
The course involves team work, career 
planning, how to get a job and personal life 
skills. A residential experience (in Activities Week) is an 
integral part of the course.  
 
The course is made up of short units – for example 

• Interview skills 
• Applying for a job 
• Managing your own money 
• Working together 
• Health & Safety in the workplace 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Assessment: During this course you will also complete 
units towards a BTEC Level 1 Award, AQA units.    
 
This is most suitable for students who are 
considering going on to jobs with training posts  
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